
Industry Relevant Research and Resources for Camp Professionals from ACA

Improve Camp Business Operations
Camp Compensation and Benefits Report — The latest information about salaries and 
compensation for summer and year-round staff. 

Camp Business Operations Report — Everything you wanted to know about camp budgets and 
financial information reported by camp characteristics. 

Camper Enrollment and Staff Recruitment Report (Annually) — Compare your camper enrollment 
with that of other camps. 

Explore Youth Development and the Camp Experience
National Study of the Outcomes of the Camp Experience — First large-scale national research 
project to measure outcomes of the camp experience. The results are documented in ACA’s 
Directions publication.

Benchmark Study of Positive Youth Development in Camp — First phase of a multi-year project that 
identifies levels of quality supports and opportunities for positive youth development in camps. Some 
consideration is given to the results based on camp and camper characteristics. The results are 
documented in ACA’s Inspirations publication.

Enhance Camp Quality
Healthy Camp Study — Five-year surveillance study (2006-2010) of illness and injuries in U.S.camps. 
Year one report and recommendations are available in PDF format on ACA’s Web page. Want to 
enroll your camp in this study? Enrollment information is also available.

Camp Program Improvement Project — The Benchmark Study of Positive Youth Development in 
Camp led to the development of a seven-step process for enhancing camp quality. ACA’s Innovations
publication explores the quality improvement process and how camps can integrate this process to 
improve programs into their own camps. 

Measure Camper Outcomes
Camper Surveys for Measuring Outcomes — Youth Camp Outcomes Questionnaires offer camps 
tools that focus on seven outcomes common to the camp experience. Three statistically tested ques-
tionnaires are available for young and older campers; each are camp specific, age-appropriate, and 
easily-administered tools that can be individualized to your camp. 

Creating Positive Youth Outcomes Resource Pack — A step-by-step process for program evaluation 
to help you increase positive youth outcomes. A book and resource CD include: the evaluation outline, 
examples of goals and objectives you might target, a facilitator’s guide for training staff, copy-ready 
checklists and worksheets, forms for refining targeted outcomes, and youth survey tools designed and 
used by ACA for youth outcomes research. Available through Healthy Learning, visit www.ACAcamps.
org/research for more information.

Access this research in PDF format at www.ACAcamps.org/research.
Questions? Send an e-mail to ACA’s research team at research@ACAcamps.org.
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